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WASHINGTON _ 7 b* most politically 
significant a spec' of < » k MacG-r-gnr s ur- 
oharat teristirrdlv hor c - a ^ * r* • > H on th* 5 
Washington T 's c* v» rage .'if the Water- 
gate affair t* the far: it \va< «rderort direct 
Iv frorn the White H-nse Ov ,.] office 


House strategy lrieirn iodantly recogni? 
able to Kir hard M \iynrr rhe Alger Hi? 
,c«sp of a geoaranari a** 




Whil* freshman C nnsressman Nixon wa 
taring anonymity 

.. ~ ‘l.suit of espionage chants against His? 

Mac jieo^r Premier. Nixon > cam- |p rc Orient Harry Truman was pooh -pool 

p.iign manager, was pondering what to dn , h „ entire' affair. That gave congret 

nevt. about the deepening swamp of charges Monal RpDub)K - JPS an open p a . s£ for heavil 
when orders name from, the v\hiie House j . pilh , jciwi , | lCan!1 , s Ul at helped build th 
.Monday to attack'. No- understund-nsr the | !)l|pp Rppublica , ( vic< ,-, r v of mi. 
ground rules, an aide informed newsmen j 

that MacGregor would t* available for * Bv oooh-poohimt the Waterpate. thl 
■questions after his carefuQj .t‘« state f Midwestern slate leader fears. Mr. Nixo 
rincnl nttackim* the Post 


INSTE \P. the While Hnt?>c ruled cir 


: opened up a politically profitable in vestige 
lion in 1973 on which Son Edw ml M Kci 


;any question- nr ill So the usually genial * lc15 nou nl]! * ,]r) °* ,T ‘ or! 

{MacGregor was viewed on naPonal televi- 
sion making an angr*. ad huminern attack 
nn the newspaper then stalking redfacc-d 
from ?he room 


That was ir keeping with overall White 
House strategy ever sine* Republican - fi 
nanced spies were caught, hugging Demo* 
cratic National Headquarters at th* Water- 
gate June 17. The strategy: Don't get too 
excited about this little caper and fire ba^k 
hard at nn ebony who criticize* us. With two 
•weeks tr Election Day, that strategy has 
hero me increasingly troubling to thoughtful 
Republicans 

Nobody believes that the Watergate in- 
dictments or the attendant charges of polit- 
ical subversion seriously thureaten Mr Nix- 
on’s landslide. Rather, his silent Republican 
critics fear the long shadow the president s 
see-no-evil, hear-no-evii reaction cas*s or 
his second term. 

One prominent Midwestern state Repul - 
lican leader has argued with tin* Whm 


Doubts are no! confined to 1 1 hero! R 
p ;blieans Cnn-er\ dive Sep Robert Dole i 
Kansas, Rerublman National Chairma? 
publicly adheres to the Nixon strategy. Bi 
privately he feels White House handling * 
the Watergate affair is a rocious 
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Even .T*»hn B Cormally, a full - flerig* 
presidential cronv tells intimates h* v«u’ 
have stressed the moral outrage of the Wa 
ergate bugging had he beenhn charge 

MR. NIXON ignore? reenmmendafim 
that he preetnp’ r.etinedy and The. r >* • 
crats with a special high - level , v. -sr. % 
ti?n outside regular government chanmJs. 

Tho Nixon politic il owr -jtion. from t] 
ore? d*i f or d"Wii to !°v • level staffer 
harbors a •.elf n Jp-oh- onnvktion th 
media ’ rerdmen 1 •» th* 4 * attair has been e 
t.irtly mo*:\ d hv anti - Nixon centime: 
-md has >!uprh i ish* connected the W’hi 
House h 5 li * toi woich it is not r 

opens i bid. 
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